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HAGUE REGULATIONS RESPECTING THE LAWS AND CUSTOMS OF WAR ON LAND 
 

18 OCTOBER 1907 
 

[excerpts] 
 
 

… 
 
 

SECTION I 
ON BELLIGERENTS 

 
 

CHAPTER I 
THE QUALIFICATION OF BELLIGERENTS 

 
 

Article 1 
 
The laws, rights, and duties of war apply not only to armies, but also to militia and volunteer corps fulfilling the fol-
lowing conditions:  
 

1. To be commanded by a person responsible for his subordinates; 
2. To have a fixed distinctive emblem recognizable at a distance; 
3. To carry arms openly; and 
4. To conduct their operations in accordance with the laws and customs of war. 

 
In countries where militia or volunteer corps constitute the army, or form part of it, they are included under the denom-
ination "army."  
 

Article 2 
 
The inhabitants of a territory which has not been occupied, who, on the approach of the enemy, spontaneously take up 
arms to resist the invading troops without having had time to organize themselves in accordance with Article 1, shall be 
regarded as belligerents if they carry arms openly and if they respect the laws and customs of war.  
 

Article 3 
 
The armed forces of the belligerent parties may consist of combatants and non-combatants. In the case of capture by the 
enemy, both have a right to be treated as prisoners of war. 
 
 

… 
 
 

SECTION II 
HOSTILITIES 

 
 

CHAPTER I 
MEANS OF INJURING THE ENEMY, SIEGES, AND BOMBARDMENTS 

 
 

Article 22 
 
The right of belligerents to adopt means of injuring the enemy is not unlimited. 
 

Article 23 
 
In addition to the prohibitions provided by special Conventions, it is especially forbidden: 
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(a) To employ poison or poisoned weapons; 
(b) To kill or wound treacherously individuals belonging to the hostile nation or army; 
(c) To kill or wound an enemy who, having laid down his arms, or having no longer means of defence, has 

surrendered at discretion; 
(d) To declare that no quarter will be given; 
(e) To employ arms, projectiles, or material calculated to cause unnecessary suffering; 
(f) To make improper use of a flag of truce, of the national flag or of the military insignia and uniform of the 

enemy, as well as the distinctive badges of the Geneva Convention; 
(g) To destroy or seize the enemy's property, unless such destruction or seizure be imperatively demanded by 

the necessities of war; 
(h) To declare abolished, suspended, or inadmissible in a court of law the rights and actions of the nationals 

of the hostile party. 
 
A belligerent is likewise forbidden to compel the nationals of the hostile party to take part in the operations of war di-
rected against their own country, even if they were in the belligerent's service before the commencement of the war.  
 

Article 24 
 
Ruses of war and the employment of measures necessary for obtaining information about the enemy and the country are 
considered permissible. 
 

Article 25 
 
The attack or bombardment, by whatever means, of towns, villages, dwellings, or buildings which are undefended is 
prohibited.  
 

Article 26 
 
The officer in command of an attacking force must, before commencing a bombardment, except in cases of assault, do 
all in his power to warn the authorities.  
 

Article 27 
 
In sieges and bombardments all necessary steps must be taken to spare, as far as possible, buildings dedicated to reli-
gion, art, science, or charitable purposes, historic monuments, hospitals, and places where the sick and wounded are 
collected, provided they are not being used at the time for military purposes. 
 
It is the duty of the besieged to indicate the presence of such buildings or places by distinctive and visible signs, which 
shall be notified to the enemy beforehand.  
 

Article 28 
 
The pillage of a town or place, even when taken by assault, is prohibited. 
 
 

CHAPTER II 
SPIES 

 
 

Article 29 
 
A person can only be considered a spy when, acting clandestinely or on false pretences, he obtains or endeavours to 
obtain information in the zone of operations of a belligerent, with the intention of communicating it to the hostile party.  
 
Thus, soldiers not wearing a disguise who have penetrated into the zone of operations of the hostile army, for the pur-
pose of obtaining information, are not considered spies. Similarly, the following are not considered spies: Soldiers and 
civilians, carrying out their mission openly, entrusted with the delivery of despatches intended either for their own army 
or for the enemy's army. To this class belong likewise persons sent in balloons for the purpose of carrying despatches 
and, generally, of maintaining communications between the different parts of an army or a territory.  
 

Article 30 
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A spy taken in the act shall not be punished without previous trial.  
 

 
Article 31 

 
A spy who, after rejoining the army to which he belongs, is subsequently captured by the enemy, is treated as a prisoner 
of war, and incurs no responsibility for his previous acts of espionage.  
 
 

CHAPTER III 
FLAGS OF TRUCE 

 
 

Article 32 
 
A person is regarded as a parlementaire who has been authorized by one of the belligerents to enter into communication 
with the other, and who advances bearing a white flag. He has a right to inviolability, as well as the trumpeter, bugler or 
drummer, the flag-bearer and interpreter who may accompany him.  
 

Article 33 
 
The commander to whom a parlementaire is sent is not in all cases obliged to receive him. 
 
He may take all the necessary steps to prevent the parlementaire taking advantage of his mission to obtain information. 
 
In case of abuse, he has the right to detain the parlementaire temporarily.  
 

Article 34 
 
The parlementaire loses his rights of inviolability if it is proved in a clear and incontestable manner that he has taken 
advantage of his privileged position to provoke or commit an act of treason.  
 
 

CHAPTER IV 
CAPITULATIONS 

 
 

Article 35 
 
Capitulations agreed upon between the Contracting Parties must take into account the rules of military honour. 
 
Once settled, they must be scrupulously observed by both parties.  
 
 

CHAPTER V 
ARMISTICES 

 
 

Article 36 
 
An armistice suspends military operations by mutual agreement between the belligerent parties. If its duration is not 
defined, the belligerent parties may resume operations at any time, provided always that the enemy is warned within the 
time agreed upon, in accordance with the terms of the armistice.  
 

Article 37 
 
An armistice may be general or local. The first suspends the military operations of the belligerent States everywhere; 
the second only between certain fractions of the belligerent armies and within a fixed radius.  
 

Article 38 
 
An armistice must be notified officially and in good time to the competent authorities and to the troops. Hostilities are 
suspended immediately after the notification, or on the date fixed.  
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Article 39 

 
It rests with the Contracting Parties to settle, in the terms of the armistice, what communications may be held in the 
theatre of war with the inhabitants and between the inhabitants of one belligerent State and those of the other.  
 

Article 40 
 
Any serious violation of the armistice by one of the parties gives the other party the right of denouncing it, and even, in 
cases of urgency, of recommencing hostilities immediately.  
 

Article 41 
 
A violation of the terms of the armistice by private persons acting on their own initiative only entitles the injured party 
to demand the punishment of the offenders or, if necessary, compensation for the losses sustained. 
 
 

… 
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GENEVA CONVENTION RELATIVE TO THE TREATMENT OF PRISONERS OF WAR OF AUGUST 12, 
1949 

 
12 AUGUST 1949 

 
[excerpts] 

 
 

… 
 
 

PART I 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 
 

… 
 
 

Article 4 
 
A. Prisoners of war, in the sense of the present Convention, are persons belonging to one of the following categories, 

who have fallen into the power of the enemy: 
 

(1) Members of the armed forces of a Party to the conflict as well as members of militias or volunteer corps 
forming part of such armed forces; 

(2) Members of other militias and members of other volunteer corps, including those of organized resistance 
movements, belonging to a Party to the conflict and operating in or outside their own territory, even if this 
territory is occupied, provided that such militias or volunteer corps, including such organized resistance 
movements, fulfil the following conditions: 
(a) that of being commanded by a person responsible for his subordinates; 
(b) that of having a fixed distinctive sign recognizable at a distance; 
(c) that of carrying arms openly; 
(d) that of conducting their operations in accordance with the laws and customs of war. 

(3) Members for regular armed forces who profess allegiance to a government or an authority not recognized 
by the Detaining Power; 

 
… 
 
(6) Inhabitants of a non-occupied territory, who on the approach of the enemy spontaneously take up arms to 

resist the invading forces, without having had time to form themselves into regular armed units, provided 
they carry arms openly and respect the laws and customs of war. 
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PROTOCOL ADDITIONAL TO THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS OF 12 AUGUST 1949, AND RELATING TO 

THE PROTECTION OF VICTIMS OF INTERNATIONAL ARMED CONFLICTS (PROTOCOL I) 
 

8 JUNE 1977 
 

[excerpts] 
 
 

… 
 
 

PART III 
METHODS AND MEANS OF WARFARE, COMBATANT AND PRSIONER-OF-WAR STATUS 

 
 

SECTION I 
METHODS AND MEANS OF WARFARE 

 
 

Article 35 
Basic rules 

 
1. In any armed conflict, the right of the Parties to the conflict to choose methods or means of warfare is not unlim-

ited. 
 
2. It is prohibited to employ weapons, projectiles and material and methods of warfare of a nature to cause super-

fluous injury or unnecessary suffering. 
 
3. It is prohibited to employ methods or means of warfare which are intended, or may be expected, to cause wide-

spread, long-term and severe damage to the natural environment. 
 

Article 36 
New weapons 

 
In the study, development, acquisition or adoption of a new weapon, means or method of warfare, a High Contracting 
Party is under an obligation to determine whether its employment would, in some or all circumstances, be prohibited by 
this Protocol or by any other rule of international law applicable to the High Contracting Party. 
 

Article 37 
Prohibition of perfidy 

 
1. It is prohibited to kill, injure or capture an adversary by resort to perfidy. Acts inviting the confidence of an ad-

versary to lead him to believe that he is entitled to, or is obliged to accord, protection under the rules of interna-
tional law applicable in armed conflict, with intent to betray that confidence, shall constitute perfidy. The fol-
lowing acts are examples of perfidy: 

 
(a) the feigning of an intent to negotiate under a flag of truce or of a surrender; 
(b) the feigning of an incapacitation by wounds or sickness; 
(c) the feigning of civilian, non-combatant status; and 
(d) the feigning of protected status by the use of signs, emblems or uniforms of the United Nations or of neu-

tral or other States not Parties to the conflict. 
 
2. Ruses of war are not prohibited. Such ruses are acts which are intended to mislead an adversary or to induce him 

to act recklessly but which infringe no rule of international law applicable in armed conflict and which are not 
perfidious because they do not invite the confidence of an adversary with respect to protection under that law. 
The following are examples of such ruses: the use of camouflage, decoys, mock operations and misinformation. 

 
Article 38 

Recognized emblems 
 
1. It is prohibited to make improper use of the distinctive emblem of the red cross, red crescent or red lion and sun 
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or of other emblems, signs or signals provided for by the Conventions or by this Protocol. It is also prohibited to 
misuse deliberately in an armed conflict other internationally recognized protective emblems, signs or signals, 
including the flag of truce, and the protective emblem of cultural property. 

 
2. It is prohibited to make use of the distinctive emblem of the United Nations, except as authorized by that Organ-

ization. 
 

Article 39 
Emblems of nationality 

 
1. It is prohibited to make use in an armed conflict of the flags or military emblems, insignia or uniforms of neutral 

or other States not Parties to the conflict. 
 
2. It is prohibited to make use of the flags or military emblems, insignia or uniforms of adverse Parties while en-

gaging in attacks or in order to shield, favour, protect or impede military operations. 
 
3. Nothing in this Article or in Article 37, paragraph 1 (d), shall affect the existing generally recognized rules of 

international law applicable to espionage or to the use of flags in the conduct of armed conflict at sea. 
 

Article 40 
Quarter 

 
It is prohibited to order that there shall be no survivors, to threaten an adversary therewith or to conduct hostilities on 
this basis. 
 

Article 41 
Safeguard of an enemy hors de combat 

 
1. A person who is recognized or who, in the circumstances, should be recognized to be hors de combat shall not be 

made the object of attack. 
 
2. A person is hors de combat if: 
 

(a) he is in the power of an adverse Party; 
(b) he clearly expresses an intention to surrender; or 
(c) he has been rendered unconscious or is otherwise incapacitated by wounds or sickness, and therefore is 

incapable of defending himself; 
 

provided that in any of these cases he abstains from any hostile act and does not attempt to escape. 
 
3. When persons entitled to protection as prisoners of war have fallen into the power of an adverse Party under un-

usual conditions of combat which prevent their evacuation as provided for in Part III, Section I, of the Third 
Convention, they shall be released and all feasible precautions shall be taken to ensure their safety. 

 
Article 42 

Occupants of aircraft 
 
1. No person parachuting from an aircraft in distress shall be made the object of attack during his descent. 
 
2. Upon reaching the ground in territory controlled by an adverse Party, a person who has parachuted from an air-

craft in distress shall be given an opportunity to surrender before being made the object of attack, unless it is ap-
parent that he is engaging in a hostile act. 

 
3. Airborne troops are not protected by this Article. 
 
 

SECTION II 
COMBATANT AND PRISONER-OF-WAR STATUS 

 
 

Article 43 
Armed forces 
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1. The armed forces of a Party to a conflict consist of all organized armed forces, groups and units which are under 
a command responsible to that Party for the conduct or its subordinates, even if that Party is represented by a 
government or an authority not recognized by an adverse Party. Such armed forces shall be subject to an internal 
disciplinary system which, inter alia, shall enforce compliance with the rules of international law applicable in 
armed conflict. 

 
2. Members of the armed forces of a Party to a conflict (other than medical personnel and chaplains covered by 

Article 33 of the Third Convention) are combatants, that is to say, they have the right to participate directly in 
hostilities. 

 
3. Whenever a Party to a conflict incorporates a paramilitary or armed law enforcement agency into its armed forc-

es it shall so notify the other Parties to the conflict. 
 

Article 44 
Combatants and prisoners of war 

 
1. Any combatant, as defined in Article 43, who falls into the power of an adverse Party shall be a prisoner of war. 
 
2. While all combatants are obliged to comply with the rules of international law applicable in armed conflict, vio-

lations of these rules shall not deprive a combatant of his right to be a combatant or, if he falls into the power of 
an adverse Party, of his right to be a prisoner of war, except as provided in paragraphs 3 and 4. 

 
3. In order to promote the protection of the civilian population from the effects of hostilities, combatants are 

obliged to distinguish themselves from the civilian population while they are engaged in an attack or in a mili-
tary operation preparatory to an attack. Recognizing, however, that there are situations in armed conflicts where, 
owing to the nature of the hostilities an armed combatant cannot so distinguish himself, he shall retain his status 
as a combatant, provided that, in such situations, he carries his arms openly: 

 
(a) during each military engagement, and 
(b) during such time as he is visible to the adversary while he is engaged in a military deployment preceding 

the launching of an attack in which he is to participate. 
 

Acts which comply with the requirements of this paragraph shall not be considered as perfidious within the 
meaning of Article 37, paragraph 1 (c). 

 
4. A combatant who falls into the power of an adverse Party while failing to meet the requirements set forth in the 

second sentence of paragraph 3 shall forfeit his right to be a prisoner of war, but he shall, nevertheless, be given 
protections equivalent in all respects to those accorded to prisoners of war by the Third Convention and by this 
Protocol. This protection includes protections equivalent to those accorded to prisoners of war by the Third 
Convention in the case where such a person is tried and punished for any offences he has committed. 

 
5. Any combatant who falls into the power of an adverse Party while not engaged in an attack or in a military oper-

ation preparatory to an attack shall not forfeit his rights to be a combatant and a prisoner of war by virtue of his 
prior activities. 

 
6. This Article is without prejudice to the right of any person to be a prisoner of war pursuant to Article 4 of the 

Third Convention. 
 
7. This Article is not intended to change the generally accepted practice of States with respect to the wearing of the 

uniform by combatants assigned to the regular, uniformed armed units of a Party to the conflict. 
 
8. In addition to the categories of persons mentioned in Article 13 of the First and Second Conventions, all mem-

bers of the armed forces of a Party to the conflict, as defined in Article 43 of this Protocol, shall be entitled to 
protection under those Conventions if they are wounded or sick or, in the case of the Second Convention, ship-
wrecked at sea or in other waters. 

 
Article 45 

Protection of persons who have taken part in hostilities 
 
1. A person who takes part in hostilities and falls into the power of an adverse Party shall be presumed to be a pris-

oner of war, and therefore shall be protected by the Third Convention, if he claims the status of prisoner of war, 
or if he appears to be entitled to such status, or if the Party on which he depends claims such status on his behalf 
by notification to the detaining Power or to the Protecting Power. Should any doubt arise as to whether any such 
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person is entitled to the status of prisoner of war, he shall continue to have such status and, therefore, to be pro-
tected by the Third Convention and this Protocol until such time as his status has been determined by a compe-
tent tribunal. 

 
2. If a person who has fallen into the power of an adverse Party is not held as a prisoner of war and is to be tried by 

that Party for an offence arising out of the hostilities, he shall have the right to assert his entitlement to prison-
er-of-war status before a judicial tribunal and to have that question adjudicated. Whenever possible under the ap-
plicable procedure, this adjudication shall occur before the trial for the offence. The representatives of the Pro-
tecting Power shall be entitled to attend the proceedings in which that question is adjudicated, unless, exception-
ally, the proceedings are held in camera in the interest of State security. In such a case the detaining Power shall 
advise the Protecting Power accordingly. 

 
3. Any person who has taken part in hostilities, who is not entitled to prisoner-of-war status and who does not ben-

efit from more favourable treatment in accordance with the Fourth Convention shall have the right at all times to 
the protection of Article 75 of this Protocol. In occupied territory, any such person, unless he is held as a spy, 
shall also be entitled, notwithstanding Article 5 of the Fourth Convention, to his rights of communication under 
that Convention. 

 
Article 46 

Spies 
 
1. Notwithstanding any other provision of the Conventions or of this Protocol, any member of the armed forces of a 

Party to the conflict who falls into the power of an adverse Party while engaging in espionage shall not have the 
right to the status of prisoner of war and may be treated as a spy. 

 
2. A member of the armed forces of a Party to the conflict who, on behalf of that Party and in territory controlled by 

an adverse Party, gathers or attempts to gather information shall not be considered as engaging in espionage if, 
while so acting, he is in the uniform of his armed forces. 

 
3. A member of the armed forces of a Party to the conflict who is a resident of territory occupied by an adverse 

Party and who, on behalf of the Party on which he depends, gathers or attempts to gather information of military 
value within that territory shall not be considered as engaging in espionage unless he does so through an act of 
false pretences or deliberately in a clandestine manner. Moreover, such a resident shall not lose his right to the 
status of prisoner of war and may not be treated as a spy unless he is captured while engaging in espionage. 

 
4. A member of the armed forces of a Party to the conflict who is not a resident of territory occupied by an adverse 

Party and who has engaged in espionage in that territory shall not lose his right to the status of prisoner of war 
and may not be treated as a spy unless he is captured before he has rejoined the armed forces to which he be-
longs. 

 
Article 47 

Mercenaries 
 
1. A mercenary shall not have the right to be a combatant or a prisoner of war. 
 
2. A mercenary is any person who: 
 

(a) is specifically recruited locally or abroad in order to fight in an armed conflict; 
(b) does, in fact, take a direct part in the hostilities; 
(c) is motivated to take part in the hostilities essentially by the desire for private gain and, in fact, is promised, 

by or on behalf of a Party to the conflict, material compensation substantially in excess of that promised 
or paid to combatants of similar ranks and functions in the armed forces of that Party; 

(d) is neither a national of a Party to the conflict nor a resident of territory controlled by a Party to the con-
flict; 

(e) is not a member of the armed forces of a Party to the conflict; and 
(f) has not been sent by a State which is not a Party to the conflict on official duty as a member of its armed 

forces. 
 
 

PART IV 
CIVILIAN POPULATION 
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SECTION I 
GENERAL PROTECTION AGAINST EFFECTS OF HOSTILITIES 

 
 

Chapter I 
Basic Rule and Field of Application 

 
 

Article 48 
Basic rule 

 
In order to ensure respect for and protection of the civilian population and civilian objects, the Parties to the conflict 
shall at all times distinguish between the civilian population and combatants and between civilian objects and military 
objectives and accordingly shall direct their operations only against military objectives. 
 

Article 49 
Definition of attacks and scope of application 

 
1. "Attacks" means acts of violence against the adversary, whether in offence or in defence. 
 
2. The provisions of this Protocol with respect to attacks apply to all attacks in whatever territory conducted, in-

cluding the national territory belonging to a Party to the conflict but under the control of an adverse Party. 
 
3. The provisions of this section apply to any land, air or sea warfare which may affect the civilian population, in-

dividual civilians or civilian objects on land. They further apply to all attacks from the sea or from the air against 
objectives on land but do not otherwise affect the rules of international law applicable in armed conflict at sea or 
in the air. 

 
4. The provisions of this section are additional to the rules concerning humanitarian protection contained in the 

Fourth Convention, particularly in part II thereof, and in other international agreements binding upon the High 
Contracting Parties, as well as to other rules of international law relating to the protection of civilians and civil-
ian objects on land, at sea or in the air against the effects of hostilities. 

 
 

Chapter II 
Civilians and Civilian Population 

 
 

Article 50 
Definition of civilians and civilian population 

 
1. A civilian is any person who does not belong to one of the categories of persons referred to in Article 4 (A) (1), 

(2), (3) and (6) of the Third Convention and in Article 43 of this Protocol. In case of doubt whether a person is a 
civilian, that person shall be considered to be a civilian. 

 
2. The civilian population comprises all persons who are civilians. 
 
3. The presence within the civilian population of individuals who do not come within the definition of civilians 

does not deprive the population of its civilian character. 
 

Article 51 
Protection of the civilian population 

 
1. The civilian population and individual civilians shall enjoy general protection against dangers arising from mili-

tary operations. To give effect to this protection, the following rules, which are additional to other applicable 
rules of international law, shall be observed in all circumstances. 

 
2. The civilian population as such, as well as individual civilians, shall not be the object of attack. Acts or threats of 

violence the primary purpose of which is to spread terror among the civilian population are prohibited. 
 
3. Civilians shall enjoy the protection afforded by this section, unless and for such time as they take a direct part in 

hostilities. 
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4. Indiscriminate attacks are prohibited. Indiscriminate attacks are: 
 

(a) those which are not directed at a specific military objective; 
(b) those which employ a method or means of combat which cannot be directed at a specific military objec-

tive; or 
(c) those which employ a method or means of combat the effects of which cannot be limited as required by 

this Protocol; 
 

and consequently, in each such case, are of a nature to strike military objectives and civilians or civilian objects 
without distinction. 

 
5. Among others, the following types of attacks are to be considered as indiscriminate: 
 

(a) an attack by bombardment by any methods or means which treats as a single military objective a number of 
clearly separated and distinct military objectives located in a city, town, village or other area containing a 
similar concentration of civilians or civilian objects; and 

(b) an attack which may be expected to cause incidental loss of civilian life, injury to civilians, damage to ci-
vilian objects, or a combination thereof, which would be excessive in relation to the concrete and direct 
military advantage anticipated. 

 
6. Attacks against the civilian population or civilians by way of reprisals are prohibited. 
 
7. The presence or movements of the civilian population or individual civilians shall not be used to render certain 

points or areas immune from military operations, in particular in attempts to shield military objectives from at-
tacks or to shield, favour or impede military operations. The Parties to the conflict shall not direct the movement 
of the civilian population or individual civilians in order to attempt to shield military objectives from attacks or 
to shield military operations. 

 
8. Any violation of these prohibitions shall not release the Parties to the conflict from their legal obligations with 

respect to the civilian population and civilians, including the obligation to take the precautionary measures pro-
vided for in Article 57. 

 
 

Chapter III 
Civilian Objects 

 
 

Article 52 
General protection of civilian objects 

 
1. Civilian objects shall not be the object of attack or of reprisals. Civilian objects are all objects which are not mil-

itary objectives as defined in paragraph 2. 
 
2. Attacks shall be limited strictly to military objectives. In so far as objects are concerned, military objectives are 

limited to those objects which by their nature, location, purpose or use make an effective contribution to military 
action and whose total or partial destruction, capture or neutralization, in the circumstances ruling at the time, 
offers a definite military advantage. 

 
3. In case of doubt whether an object which is normally dedicated to civilian purposes, such as a place of worship, 

a house or other dwelling or a school, is being used to make an effective contribution to military action, it shall 
be presumed not to be so used. 

 
Article 53 

Protection of cultural objects and of places of worship 
 
Without prejudice to the provisions of the Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of 
Armed Conflict of 14 May 1954, and of other relevant international instruments, it is prohibited: 

 
(a) to commit any acts of hostility directed against the historic monuments, works of art or places of worship 

which constitute the cultural or spiritual heritage of peoples; 
(b) to use such objects in support of the military effort; 
(c) to make such objects the object of reprisals. 
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Article 54 
Protection of objects indispensable to the survival of the civilian population 

 
1. Starvation of civilians as a method of warfare is prohibited. 
 
2. It is prohibited to attack, destroy, remove or render useless objects indispensable to the survival of the civilian 

population, such as food-stuffs, agricultural areas for the production of food-stuffs, crops, livestock, drinking 
water installations and supplies and irrigation works, for the specific purpose of denying them for their suste-
nance value to the civilian population or to the adverse Party, whatever the motive, whether in order to starve out 
civilians, to cause them to move away, or for any other motive. 

 
3. The prohibitions in paragraph 2 shall not apply to such of the objects covered by it as are used by an adverse 

Party: 
 

(a) as sustenance solely for the members of its armed forces; or 
(b) if not as sustenance, then in direct support of military action, provided, however, that in no event shall ac-

tions against these objects be taken which may be expected to leave the civilian population with such in-
adequate food or water as to cause its starvation or force its movement. 

 
4. These objects shall not be made the object of reprisals. 
 
5. In recognition of the vital requirements of any Party to the conflict in the defence of its national territory against 

invasion, derogation from the prohibitions contained in paragraph 2 may be made by a Party to the conflict 
within such territory under its own control where required by imperative military necessity. 

 
Article 55 

Protection of the natural environment 
 
1. Care shall be taken in warfare to protect the natural environment against widespread, long-term and severe dam-

age. This protection includes a prohibition of the use of methods or means of warfare which are intended or may 
be expected to cause such damage to the natural environment and thereby to prejudice the health or survival of 
the population. 

 
2. Attacks against the natural environment by way of reprisals are prohibited. 
 

Article 56 
Protection of works and installations containing dangerous forces 

 
1. Works or installations containing dangerous forces, namely dams, dykes and nuclear electrical generating sta-

tions, shall not be made the object of attack, even where these objects are military objectives, if such attack may 
cause the release of dangerous forces and consequent severe losses among the civilian population. Other military 
objectives located at or in the vicinity of these works or installations shall not be made the object of attack if 
such attack may cause the release of dangerous forces from the works or installations and consequent severe 
losses among the civilian population. 

 
2. The special protection against attack provided by paragraph 1 shall cease: 
 

(a) for a dam or a dyke only if it is used for other than its normal function and in regular, significant and di-
rect support of military operations and if such attack is the only feasible way to terminate such support; 

(b) for a nuclear electrical generating station only if it provides electric power in regular, significant and di-
rect support of military operations and if such attack is the only feasible way to terminate such support; 

(c) for other military objectives located at or in the vicinity of these works or installations only if they are 
used in regular, significant and direct support of military operations and if such attack is the only feasible 
way to terminate such support. 

 
3. In all cases, the civilian population and individual civilians shall remain entitled to all the protection accorded 

them by international law, including the protection of the precautionary measures provided for in Article 57. If 
the protection Ceases and any of the works, installations or military objectives mentioned in paragraph 1 is at-
tacked, all practical precautions shall be taken to avoid the release of the dangerous forces. 

 
4. It is prohibited to make any of the works, installations or military objectives mentioned in paragraph 1 the object 

of reprisals. 
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5. The Parties to the conflict shall endeavour to avoid locating any military objectives in the vicinity of the works 
or installations mentioned in paragraph 1. Nevertheless, installations erected for the sole purpose of defending 
the protected works or installations from attack are permissible and shall not themselves be made the object of 
attack, provided that they are not used in hostilities except for defensive actions necessary to respond to attacks 
against the protected works or installations and that their armament is limited to weapons capable only of repel-
ling hostile action against the protected works or installations. 

 
6. The High Contracting Parties and the Parties to the conflict are urged to conclude further agreements among 

themselves to provide additional protection for objects containing dangerous forces. 
 
7. In order to facilitate the identification of the objects protected by this article, the Parties to the conflict may mark 

them with a special sign consisting of a group of three bright orange circles placed on the same axis, as specified 
in Article 16 of Annex I to this Protocol. The absence of such marking in no way relieves any Party to the con-
flict of its obligations under this Article. 

 
 

Chapter IV 
Precautionary Measures 

 
 

Article 57 
Precautions in attack 

 
1. In the conduct of military operations, constant care shall be taken to spare the civilian population, civilians and 

civilian objects. 
 
2. With respect to attacks, the following precautions shall be taken: 

 
(a) those who plan or decide upon an attack shall: 

(i) do everything feasible to verify that the objectives to be attacked are neither civilians nor civilian 
objects and are not subject to special protection but are military objectives within the meaning of 
paragraph 2 of Article 52 and that it is not prohibited by the provisions of this Protocol to attack 
them; 

(ii) take all feasible precautions in the choice of means and methods of attack with a view to avoiding, 
and in any event to minimizing, incidental loss or civilian life, injury to civilians and damage to 
civilian objects; 

(iii) refrain from deciding to launch any attack which may be expected to cause incidental loss of civil-
ian life, injury to civilians, damage to civilian objects, or a combination thereof, which would be 
excessive in relation to the concrete and direct military advantage anticipated; 

(b) an attack shall be cancelled or suspended if it becomes apparent that the objective is not a military one or is 
subject to special protection or that the attack may be expected to cause incidental loss of civilian life, injury 
to civilians, damage to civilian objects, or a combination thereof, which would be excessive in relation to 
the concrete and direct military advantage anticipated; 

(c) effective advance warning shall be given of attacks which may affect the civilian population, unless cir-
cumstances do not permit. 

 
3. When a choice is possible between several military objectives for obtaining a similar military advantage, the 

objective to be selected shall be that the attack on which may be expected to cause the least danger to civilian 
lives and to civilian objects. 

 
4. In the conduct of military operations at sea or in the air, each Party to the conflict shall, in conformity with its 

rights and duties under the rules of international law applicable in armed conflict, take all reasonable precautions 
to avoid losses of civilian lives and damage to civilian objects. 

 
5. No provision of this article may be construed as authorizing any attacks against the civilian population, civilians 

or civilian objects. 
 

Article 58 
Precautions against the effects of attacks 

 
The Parties to the conflict shall, to the maximum extent feasible: 
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(a) without prejudice to Article 49 of the Fourth Convention, endeavour to remove the civilian population, 
individual civilians and civilian objects under their control from the vicinity of military objectives; 

(b) avoid locating military objectives within or near densely populated areas; 
(c) take the other necessary precautions to protect the civilian population, individual civilians and civilian 

objects under their control against the dangers resulting from military operations. 
 
 

Chapter V 
Localities and Zones under Special Protection 

 
 

Article 59 
Non-defended localities 

 
1. It is prohibited for the Parties to the conflict to attack, by any means whatsoever, non-defended localities. 
 
2. The appropriate authorities of a Party to the conflict may declare as a non-defended locality any inhabited place 

near or in a zone where armed forces are in contact which is open for occupation by an adverse Party. Such a lo-
cality shall fulfil the following conditions: 

 
(a) all combatants, as well as mobile weapons and mobile military equipment must have been evacuated; 
(b) no hostile use shall be made of fixed military installations or establishments; 
(c) no acts of hostility shall be committed by the authorities or by the population; and 
(d) no activities in support of military operations shall be undertaken. 

 
3. The presence, in this locality, of persons specially protected under the Conventions and this Protocol, and of po-

lice forces retained for the sole purpose of maintaining law and order, is not contrary to the conditions laid down 
in paragraph 2. 

 
4. The declaration made under paragraph 2 shall be addressed to the adverse Party and shall define and describe, as 

precisely as possible, the limits of the non-defended locality. The Party to the conflict to which the declaration is 
addressed shall acknowledge its receipt and shall treat the locality as a non-defended locality unless the condi-
tions laid down in paragraph 2 are not in fact fulfilled, in which event it shall immediately so inform the Party 
making the declaration. Even if the conditions laid down in paragraph 2 are not fulfilled, the locality shall con-
tinue to enjoy the protection provided by the other provisions of this Protocol and the other rules of international 
law applicable in armed conflict. 

 
5. The Parties to the conflict may agree on the establishment of non-defended localities even if such localities do 

not fulfil the conditions laid down in paragraph 2. The agreement should define and describe, as precisely as 
possible, the limits of the non-defended locality; if necessary, it may lay down the methods of supervision. 

 
6. The Party which is in control of a locality governed by such an agreement shall mark it, so far as possible, by 

such signs as may be agreed upon with the other Party, which shall be displayed where they are clearly visible, 
especially on its perimeter and limits and on highways. 

 
7. A locality loses its status as a non-defended locality when it ceases to fulfil the conditions laid down in paragraph 

2 or in the agreement referred to in paragraph 5. In such an eventuality, the locality shall continue to enjoy the 
protection provided by the other provisions of this Protocol and the other rules of international law applicable in 
armed conflict. 

 
Article 60 

Demilitarized zones 
 
1. It is prohibited for the Parties to the conflict to extend their military operations to zones on which they have con-

ferred by agreement the status of demilitarized zone, if such extension is contrary to the terms of this agreement. 
 
2. The agreement shall be an express agreement, may be concluded verbally or in writing, either directly or through 

a Protecting Power or any impartial humanitarian organization, and may consist of reciprocal and concordant 
declarations. The agreement may be concluded in peacetime, as well as after the outbreak of hostilities, and 
should define and describe, as precisely as possible, the limits of the demilitarized zone and, if necessary, lay 
down the methods of supervision. 

 
3. The subject of such an agreement shall normally be any zone which fulfils the following conditions: 
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(a) all combatants, as well as mobile weapons and mobile military equipment, must have been evacuated; 
(b) no hostile use shall be made of fixed military installations or establishments; 
(c) no acts of hostility shall be committed by the authorities or by the population; and 
(d) any activity linked to the military effort must have ceased. 
 
The Parties to the conflict shall agree upon the interpretation to be given to the condition laid down in 
sub-paragraph (d) and upon persons to be admitted to the demilitarized zone other than those mentioned in para-
graph 4. 

 
4. The presence, in this zone, of persons specially protected under the Conventions and this Protocol, and of police 

forces retained for the sole purpose of maintaining law and order, is not contrary to the conditions laid down in 
paragraph 3. 

 
5. The Party which is in control of such a zone shall mark it, so far as possible, by such signs as may be agreed up-

on with the other Party, which shall be displayed where they are clearly visible, especially on its perimeter and 
limits and on highways. 

 
6. If the fighting draws near to a demilitarized zone, and if the Parties to the conflict have so agreed, none of them 

may use the zone for purposes related to the conduct of military operations or unilaterally revoke its status. 
 
7. If one of the Parties to the conflict commits a material breach of the provisions of paragraphs 3 or 6, the other 

Party shall be released from its obligations under the agreement conferring upon the zone the status of demilita-
rized zone. In such an eventuality, the zone loses its status but shall continue to enjoy the protection provided by 
the other provisions of this Protocol and the other rules of international law applicable in armed conflict. 

 
 

Chapter VI 
Civil Defence 

 
 

Article 61 
Definitions and scope 

 
For the purpose of this Protocol: 
 
(a) "civil defence" means the performance of some or all of the undermentioned humanitarian tasks intended to pro-

tect the civilian population against the dangers, and to help it to recover from the immediate effects, of hostilities 
or disasters and also to provide the conditions necessary for its survival. These tasks are: 

 
(i) warning; 
(ii) evacuation; 
(iii) management of shelters; 
(iv) management of blackout measures; 
(v) rescue; 
(vi) medical services, including first aid, and religious assistance; 
(vii) fire-fighting; 
(viii) detection and marking of danger areas; 
(ix) decontamination and similar protective measures; 
(x) provision of emergency accommodation and supplies; 
(xi) emergency assistance in the restoration and maintenance of order in distressed areas; 
(xii) emergency repair of indispensable public utilities; 
(xiii) emergency disposal of the dead; 
(xiv) assistance in the preservation of objects essential for survival; 
(xv) complementary activities necessary to carry out any of the tasks mentioned above, including, but not lim-

ited to, planning and organization; 
 

(b) "civil defence organizations" means those establishments and other units which are organized or authorized by 
the competent authorities of a Party to the conflict to perform any of the tasks mentioned under sub-paragraph 
(a), and which are assigned and devoted exclusively to such tasks; 

 
(c) "personnel" of civil defence organizations means those persons assigned by a Party to the conflict exclusively to 

the performance of the tasks mentioned under sub-paragraph (a), including personnel assigned by the competent 
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authority of that Party exclusively to the administration of these organizations; 
 
(d) "matériel" of civil defence organizations means equipment, supplies and transports used by these organizations 

for the performance of the tasks mentioned under sub-paragraph (a). 
 

Article 62 
General protection 

 
1. Civilian civil defence organizations and their personnel shall be respected and protected, subject to the provi-

sions of this Protocol, particularly the provisions of this section. They shall be entitled to perform their civil de-
fence tasks except in case of imperative military necessity. 

 
2. The provisions of paragraph 1 shall also apply to civilians who, although not members of civilian civil defence 

organizations, respond to an appeal from the competent authorities and perform civil defence tasks under their 
control. 

 
3. Buildings and matériel used for civil defence purposes and shelters provided for the civilian population are cov-

ered by Article 52. Objects used for civil defence purposes may not be destroyed or diverted from their proper 
use except by the Party to which they belong. 

 
Article 63 

Civil defence in occupied territories 
 
1. In occupied territories, civilian civil defence organizations shall receive from the authorities the facilities neces-

sary for the performance of their tasks. In no Circumstances shall their personnel be compelled to perform activi-
ties which would interfere with the proper performance of these tasks. The Occupying Power shall not change 
the structure or personnel of such organizations in any way which might jeopardize the efficient performance of 
their mission. These organizations shall not be required to give priority to the nationals or interests of that Power. 

 
2. The Occupying Power shall not compel, coerce or induce civilian civil defence organizations to perform their 

tasks in any manner prejudicial to the interests of the civilian population. 
 
3. The Occupying Power may disarm civil defence personnel for reasons of security. 
 
4. The Occupying Power shall neither divert from their proper use nor requisition buildings or matériel belonging 

to or used by civil defence organizations if such diversion or requisition would be harmful to the civilian popula-
tion. 

 
5. Provided that the general rule in paragraph 4 continues to be observed, the Occupying Power may requisition or 

divert these resources, subject to the following particular conditions: 
 

(a) that the buildings or matériel are necessary for other needs of the civilian population; and 
(b) that the requisition or diversion continues only while such necessity exists. 

 
6. The Occupying Power shall neither divert nor requisition shelters provided for the use of the civilian population 

or needed by such population. 
 

Article 64 
Civilian civil defence organizations of neutral or other States not Parties to the conflict and international 

co-ordinating organizations 
 
1. Articles 62, 63, 65 and 66 shall also apply to the personnel and matériel of civilian civil defence organizations of 

neutral or other States not Parties to the conflict which perform civil defence tasks mentioned in Article 61 in the 
territory of a Party to the conflict, with the consent and under the control of that Party. Notification of such as-
sistance shall be given as soon as possible to any adverse Party concerned. In no circumstances shall this activity 
be deemed to be an interference in the conflict. This activity should, however, be performed with due regard to 
the security interests of the Parties to the conflict concerned. 

 
2. The Parties to the conflict receiving the assistance referred to in paragraph 1 and the High Contracting Parties 

granting it should facilitate international co-ordination of such civil defence actions when appropriate. In such 
cases the relevant international organizations are covered by the provisions of this Chapter. 

 
3. In occupied territories, the Occupying Power may only exclude or restrict the activities of civilian civil defence 
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organizations of neutral or other States not Parties to the conflict and of international co-ordinating organizations 
if it can ensure the adequate performance of civil defence tasks from its own resources or those of the occupied 
territory. 

 
Article 65 

Cessation of protection 
 
1. The protection to which civilian civil defence organizations, their personnel, buildings, shelters and matériel are 

entitled shall not cease unless they commit or are used to commit, outside their proper tasks, acts harmful to the 
enemy. Protection may, however, cease only after a warning has been given setting, whenever appropriate, a 
reasonable time-limit, and after such warning has remained unheeded. 

 
2. The following shall not be considered as acts harmful to the enemy: 
 

(a) that civil defence tasks are carried out under the direction or control of military authorities; 
(b) that civilian civil defence personnel co-operate with military personnel in the performance of civil de-

fence tasks, or that some military personnel are attached to civilian civil defence organizations; 
(c) that the performance of civil defence tasks may incidentally benefit military victims, particularly those 

who are hors de combat. 
 
3. It shall also not be considered as an act harmful to the enemy that civilian civil defence personnel bear light indi-

vidual weapons for the purpose of maintaining order or for self-defence. However, in areas where land fighting 
is taking place or is likely to take place, the Parties to the conflict shall undertake the appropriate measures to 
limit these weapons to handguns, such as pistols or revolvers, in order to assist in distinguishing between civil 
defence personnel and combatants. Although civil defence personnel bear other light individual weapons in such 
areas, they shall nevertheless be respected and protected as soon as they have been recognized as such. 

 
4. The formation of civilian civil defence organizations along military lines, and compulsory service in them, shall 

also not deprive them of the protection conferred by this Chapter. 
 

Article 66 
Identification 

 
1. Each Party to the conflict shall endeavour to ensure that its civil defence organizations, their personnel, buildings 

and matériel are identifiable while they are exclusively devoted to the performance of civil defence tasks. Shel-
ters provided for the civilian population should be similarly identifiable. 

 
2. Each Party to the conflict shall also endeavour to adopt and implement methods and procedures which will make 

it possible to recognize civilian shelters as well as civil defence personnel, buildings and matériel on which the 
international distinctive sign of civil defence is displayed. 

 
3. In occupied territories and in areas where fighting is taking place or is likely to take place, civilian civil defence 

personnel should be recognizable by the international distinctive sign of civil defence and by an identity card 
certifying their status. 

 
4. The international distinctive sign of civil defence is an equilateral blue triangle on an orange ground when used 

for the protection of civil defence organizations, their personnel, buildings and matériel and for civilian shelters. 
 
5. In addition to the distinctive sign, Parties to the conflict may agree upon the use of distinctive signals for civil 

defence identification purposes. 
 
6. The application of the provisions of paragraphs 1 to 4 is governed by Chapter V of Annex I to this Protocol. 
 
7. In time of peace, the sign described in paragraph 4 may, with the consent of the competent national authorities, 

be used for civil defence identification purposes. 
 
8. The High Contracting Parties and the Parties to the conflict shall take the measures necessary to supervise the 

display of the international distinctive sign of civil defence and to prevent and repress any misuse thereof. 
 
9. The identification of civil defence medical and religious personnel, medical units and medical transports is also 

governed by Article 18. 
 

Article 67 
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Members of the armed forces and military units assigned to civil defence organizations 
 
1. Members of the armed forces and military units assigned to civil defence organizations shall be respected and 

protected, provided that: 
 

(a) such personnel and such units are permanently assigned and exclusively devoted to the performance of 
any of the tasks mentioned in Article 61; 

(b) if so assigned, such personnel do not perform any other military duties during the conflict; 
(c) such personnel are clearly distinguishable from the other members of the armed forces by prominently 

displaying the international distinctive sign of civil defence, which shall be as large as appropriate, and 
such personnel are provided with the identity card referred to in Chapter V of Annex I to this Protocol 
certifying their status; 

(d) such personnel and such units are equipped only with light individual weapons for the purpose of main-
taining order or for self-defence. The provisions of Article 65, paragraph 3 shall also apply in this case; 

(e) such personnel do not participate directly in hostilities, and do not commit, or are not used to commit, 
outside their civil defence tasks, acts harmful to the adverse Party; 

(f) such personnel and such units perform their civil defence tasks only within the national territory of their 
Party. 

 
The non-observance of the conditions stated in (e) above by any member of the armed forces who is bound by 
the conditions prescribed in (a) and (b) above is prohibited. 

 
2. Military personnel serving within civil defence organizations shall, if they fall into the power of an adverse Party, 

be prisoners of war. In occupied territory they may, but only in the interest of the civilian population of that ter-
ritory, be employed on civil defence tasks in so far as the need arises, provided however that, if such work is 
dangerous, they volunteer for such tasks. 

 
3. The buildings and major items of equipment and transports of military units assigned to civil defence organiza-

tions shall be clearly marked with the international distinctive sign of civil defence. This distinctive sign shall be 
as large as appropriate. 

 
4. The matériel and buildings of military units permanently assigned to civil defence organizations and exclusively 

devoted to the performance of civil defence tasks shall, if they fall into the hands of an adverse Party, remain 
subject to the laws of war. They may not be diverted from their civil defence purpose so long as they are required 
for the performance of civil defence tasks, except in case of imperative military necessity, unless previous ar-
rangements have been made for adequate provision for the needs of the civilian population. 

 
 

… 



Nobuo Hayashi  International Humanitarian Law 
Methods in armed conflict 21/24 Oslo, 19 September 2011 

ROME STATUTE OF THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT 
 

17 JULY 1998 
 

[excerpts] 
 
 

… 
 
 

PART 2 
JURISDICTION, ADMISSIBILITY AND APPLICABLE LAW 

 
 

Article 5 
Crimes within the jurisdiction of the Court 

 
1. The jurisdiction of the Court shall be limited to the most serious crimes of concern to the international commu-

nity as a whole. The Court has jurisdiction in accordance with this Statute with respect to the following crimes: 
 

(a) The crime of genocide;  
(b) Crimes against humanity;  
(c) War crimes;  
(d) The crime of aggression.  

 
2. The Court shall exercise jurisdiction over the crime of aggression once a provision is adopted in accordance with 

articles 121 and 123 defining the crime and setting out the conditions under which the Court shall exercise juris-
diction with respect to this crime. Such a provision shall be consistent with the relevant provisions of the Charter 
of the United Nations. 

 
… 

 
Article 8  

War crimes  
 
1. The Court shall have jurisdiction in respect of war crimes in particular when committed as part of a plan or poli-

cy or as part of a large-scale commission of such crimes.  
 
2. For the purpose of this Statute, "war crimes" means:  

 
… 

 
 (b) Other serious violations of the laws and customs applicable in international armed conflict, within the es-

tablished framework of international law, namely, any of the following acts: 
 

(i) Intentionally directing attacks against the civilian population as such or against individual ci-
vilians not taking direct part in hostilities;  

(ii) Intentionally directing attacks against civilian objects, that is, objects which are not military 
objectives;  

(iii) Intentionally directing attacks against personnel, installations, material, units or vehicles in-
volved in a humanitarian assistance or peacekeeping mission in accordance with the Charter of 
the United Nations, as long as they are entitled to the protection given to civilians or civilian 
objects under the international law of armed conflict;  

(iv) Intentionally launching an attack in the knowledge that such attack will cause incidental loss of 
life or injury to civilians or damage to civilian objects or widespread, long-term and severe 
damage to the natural environment which would be clearly excessive in relation to the concrete 
and direct overall military advantage anticipated;  

(v) Attacking or bombarding, by whatever means, towns, villages, dwellings or buildings which 
are undefended and which are not military objectives;  

(vi) Killing or wounding a combatant who, having laid down his arms or having no longer means 
of defence, has surrendered at discretion;  
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(vii) Making improper use of a flag of truce, of the flag or of the military insignia and uniform of 
the enemy or of the United Nations, as well as of the distinctive emblems of the Geneva Con-
ventions, resulting in death or serious personal injury;  

(viii) The transfer, directly or indirectly, by the Occupying Power of parts of its own civilian popula-
tion into the territory it occupies, or the deportation or transfer of all or parts of the population 
of the occupied territory within or outside this territory;  

(ix) Intentionally directing attacks against buildings dedicated to religion, education, art, science or 
charitable purposes, historic monuments, hospitals and places where the sick and wounded are 
collected, provided they are not military objectives;  

(x) Subjecting persons who are in the power of an adverse party to physical mutilation or to medi-
cal or scientific experiments of any kind which are neither justified by the medical, dental or 
hospital treatment of the person concerned nor carried out in his or her interest, and which 
cause death to or seriously endanger the health of such person or persons;  

(xi) Killing or wounding treacherously individuals belonging to the hostile nation or army;  
(xii) Declaring that no quarter will be given;  
(xiii) Destroying or seizing the enemy's property unless such destruction or seizure be imperatively 

demanded by the necessities of war;  
(xiv) Declaring abolished, suspended or inadmissible in a court of law the rights and actions of the 

nationals of the hostile party;  
(xv) Compelling the nationals of the hostile party to take part in the operations of war directed 

against their own country, even if they were in the belligerent's service before the commence-
ment of the war;  

(xvi) Pillaging a town or place, even when taken by assault;  
(xvii) Employing poison or poisoned weapons;  
(xviii) Employing asphyxiating, poisonous or other gases, and all analogous liquids, materials or de-

vices;  
(xix) Employing bullets which expand or flatten easily in the human body, such as bullets with a 

hard envelope which does not entirely cover the core or is pierced with incisions;  
(xx) Employing weapons, projectiles and material and methods of warfare which are of a nature to 

cause superfluous injury or unnecessary suffering or which are inherently indiscriminate in vi-
olation of the international law of armed conflict, provided that such weapons, projectiles and 
material and methods of warfare are the subject of a comprehensive prohibition and are in-
cluded in an annex to this Statute, by an amendment in accordance with the relevant provisions 
set forth in articles 121 and 123;  

(xxi) Committing outrages upon personal dignity, in particular humiliating and degrading treatment;  
(xxii) Committing rape, sexual slavery, enforced prostitution, forced pregnancy, as defined in article 

7, paragraph 2 (f), enforced sterilization, or any other form of sexual violence also constituting 
a grave breach of the Geneva Conventions;  

(xxiii) Utilizing the presence of a civilian or other protected person to render certain points, areas or 
military forces immune from military operations;  

(xxiv) Intentionally directing attacks against buildings, material, medical units and transport, and 
personnel using the distinctive emblems of the Geneva Conventions in conformity with inter-
national law;  

(xxv) Intentionally using starvation of civilians as a method of warfare by depriving them of objects 
indispensable to their survival, including wilfully impeding relief supplies as provided for un-
der the Geneva Conventions;  

(xxvi) Conscripting or enlisting children under the age of fifteen years into the national armed forces 
or using them to participate actively in hostilities.  

 
… 

 
(e) Other serious violations of the laws and customs applicable in armed conflicts not of an international 

character, within the established framework of international law, namely, any of the following acts: 
 

(i) Intentionally directing attacks against the civilian population as such or against individual ci-
vilians not taking direct part in hostilities;  

(ii) Intentionally directing attacks against buildings, material, medical units and transport, and 
personnel using the distinctive emblems of the Geneva Conventions in conformity with inter-
national law;  

(iii) Intentionally directing attacks against personnel, installations, material, units or vehicles in-
volved in a humanitarian assistance or peacekeeping mission in accordance with the Charter of 
the United Nations, as long as they are entitled to the protection given to civilians or civilian 
objects under the international law of armed conflict;  
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(iv) Intentionally directing attacks against buildings dedicated to religion, education, art, science or 
charitable purposes, historic monuments, hospitals and places where the sick and wounded are 
collected, provided they are not military objectives;  

(v) Pillaging a town or place, even when taken by assault;  
(vi) Committing rape, sexual slavery, enforced prostitution, forced pregnancy, as defined in article 7, 

paragraph 2 (f), enforced sterilization, and any other form of sexual violence also constituting a 
serious violation of article 3 common to the four Geneva Conventions;  

(vii) Conscripting or enlisting children under the age of fifteen years into armed forces or groups or 
using them to participate actively in hostilities;  

(viii) Ordering the displacement of the civilian population for reasons related to the conflict, unless the 
security of the civilians involved or imperative military reasons so demand;  

(ix) Killing or wounding treacherously a combatant adversary;  
(x) Declaring that no quarter will be given;  
(xi) Subjecting persons who are in the power of another party to the conflict to physical mutilation or 

to medical or scientific experiments of any kind which are neither justified by the medical, dental 
or hospital treatment of the person concerned nor carried out in his or her interest, and which 
cause death to or seriously endanger the health of such person or persons;  

(xii) Destroying or seizing the property of an adversary unless such destruction or seizure be imper-
atively demanded by the necessities of the conflict;  

  
(f) Paragraph 2 (e) applies to armed conflicts not of an international character and thus does not apply to sit-

uations of internal disturbances and tensions, such as riots, isolated and sporadic acts of violence or other 
acts of a similar nature. It applies to armed conflicts that take place in the territory of a State when there is 
protracted armed conflict between governmental authorities and organized armed groups or between such 
groups. 
 

3. Nothing in paragraph 2 (c) and (e) shall affect the responsibility of a Government to maintain or re-establish law 
and order in the State or to defend the unity and territorial integrity of the State, by all legitimate means. 

 
 

… 
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DOBRINJA FOOTBALL MATCH INCIDENT 
 

SARAJEVO, BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA, 1 JUNE 1993 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Status of casualties 

 Total casualties, 
harm-based  

Combatant 
 

 
Civilian 

 

Type of harm 

 
Killed 
 

 
6 
 

 
5 
 

 
11 
 

 
Wounded 
 

 
55 
 

 
32 
 

 
87 
 

 
Total casualties, status-based 

 

 
61 
 

 
37 
 

 
98 
 

 
 
 
 
 

*Source: Command Report, 5th Motorised Dobrinja Brigade, Army of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 1 June 1993 
 
 

 
 


